August 13, 2009

Hi

I have been an active member of Assistance League of Orange since 1986.  Assistance League and I have been a “perfect fit”.   I LOVE the hands-on volunteerism and witnessing the immediate results that benefit people in need through the Dental Health Center, dressing children through Operation School Bell, supporting the children at Orangewood, spending time with seniors and our other philanthropic projects and most of all our Thrift Shop, “Now & Again”.  

Assistance League of Orange is going strong because of the strong legacy left us by our past members and the ideals, planning and actions of its present members.  The Thrift Shop is so unique—it is our most valuable asset and its location in Old Town Orange is exceptional.  We have been at this location since 1962.  All those years of history and providing for people of all incomes to be able to come in and shop and get a “bargain!”  How wonderful!  The major impact, of course, is that the Thrift Shop is and has remained our major ongoing fundraising vehicle.  It now permits us to fund 9 outstanding and most worthwhile philanthropic projects.

Through the years, the Thrift Shop has remained pretty much the same and it is definitely time that we upgrade our selling space to meet the needs of our customers, old and new, and meet the needs of all the visitors and shoppers to downtown Orange.  The past Thrift Shop chairmen and our membership have been seeing and experiencing that it is time for a major improvement.  Assistance League of Orange agrees and has made a renovation of the Thrift Shop the top priority for this fiscal year.  

Through the years, I have had a very personal relationship with the Thrift Shop.  I have been chairman 5 times!  We all realize this “Old Gal” needs updating and improving, and because of that we have begun a capital campaign, “Now & Again and Tomorrow” a Renovation Campaign for the Thrift Shop.  The purpose is not only to make the shop look and work more efficiently, but primarily it is to improve the selling space so that our sales can be increased for the benefit of our philanthropic projects.  Our objective is to meet the renovation goals and to have an updated space with all new shelving, leveling of the floor, new flooring materials, new lighting, improved work areas, improved visibility, ADA accessible restroom & dressing rooms and an addition of approximately 400 sq. ft. of selling space-realized by reconfiguring interior walls and floor space.  

We have begun a capital campaign to fund this renovation.  I am chairing this campaign and now I need to ask a favor.  In fact I am proud to be able to ask for a favor.  I am asking you to help and support this great Renovation Campaign.  Our campaign will cost approximately $299,000 and I am planning on a 100% participation by all of our members, past and present, and my caring friends.  Enclosed is a Pledge Card for support and I sincerely hope you will consider helping us.  I would greatly appreciate it.

PS.  It has been a difficult summer for me, but I am beginning to feel quite a bit better and stronger.  Thank you all for your concern and good wishes.  I appreciate it!!

