August 5, 2009

Dear 

We missed you!  The Thrift Shop Renovation Campaign “Kick Off” parties for the renovation of our Thrift Shop were wonderful & informative evenings.  The amount to be raised, $299,000, is a very manageable amount when we have the support of our entire membership.   The proposed start date of this renovation project is January 2010 – very exciting and long overdue!  

The evening was a wonderful event, which featured displays and explanations of the architect’s plans for the upcoming renovation, a docent’s tour of the planned improvements to the interior of the Thrift Shop and an informative presentation by our President, Melodee Fahy and one of our past Assisteens®, Betsy Kunau.  

The Thrift Shop has been “assisting” our chapter for over 61 years at its present location and has only had “face-lift” attention since it opened.   Now is the time to freshen it up and enlarge its selling area to create an additional 400 square feet of retail space and a more customer-focused design.  The goal is to create a shop where new and old customers feel welcome, understand our mission of philanthropy, and want to return again and again to shop. 

Making this Assistance League of Orange’s priority makes perfect sense for our future.  The Thrift Shop is our primary funding vehicle for all nine of our Philanthropic Projects.  There are three important things that you can do to help us accomplish our goal:

1. Think how supporting Assistance League can be a benefit for our community.

2. Talk among the community, your friends and our members about this campaign.  This is our strength.  Share with your friends the information you have and the reasons you are passionate about Assistance League’s experience and what we mean to the stability and success of our community.  

3.
Give.  It has been said, when someone asks, “how much should I give”, that you give according to your heart and your desires.  You give at a level to which you care about how the funds are spent.  We are proud to have early commitments from members and supporters, but we need each and every one of our members to participate or the goal absolutely cannot be met. 
Our “Now & Again and Tomorrow” Campaign to fund this renovation is definitely underway and moving forward.   With these improvements to the Thrift Shop, we will be able to continue our service to the community for many years to come!  

We do so appreciate your consideration of this campaign request.  If you would like any additional information, please contact Campaign Committee members, Laura Heil (llheil@sbcglobal.net) or Kathy Leichtfuss (kwltfss@roadrunner.com).

Thank you, 

Melodee Fahy 




       Cindy McCandless

President, Assistance League of Orange, 2009-2010          Thrift Shop Renovation Campaign Chairman 










P.S. Please mail your pledge cards by August 22, 2009, so that the committee is able to move forward accordingly.
